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 Politics are heating up as budgets are set and bills are nearing final votes. The 

Catastrophic Healthcare program (CAT) was funded differently than in previous years. The 

$36.5 million that went to the CAT fund represents a full year’s budget, whereas previously 

it was underfunded and met financial needs with supplemental budgets. JFAC moved away 

from this model and seemingly increased budgets by 63% when in reality funding was only 

increased by just over 3%.   

 S1252 MOTOR VEHICLE – TEXTING WHILE DRIVING has passed the Senate this 

week with a 29-6 vote. Although the bill has been introduced every year for the past three 

years, this is the first time it has passed the Senate. Previously inattentive driving laws 

were considered sufficient, but the high (73%) percentage of teens admitting to texting 

while driving, as well as the death of an 18 year old woman killed as a result of texting 

while driving proved to be successful arguments for the bill. The bill must now go before the 

House.  

 After heartfelt personal testimony from Sen. Broadsword (R-Sagle), SCR 110 

ALZHEIMER'S PLANNING GROUP has unanimously passed the Senate. Broadsword spoke of 

her grandmother and touched upon the difficulties of witnessing her cognitive decline. The 

passing of this legislation is a formal endorsement of the planning group.  

 Additionally, to follow up on Anti-Occupy Boise legislation, the Governor signed into 

law a bill that requires occupiers to vacate the capital mall by Monday February 27th. In 

response, the movement has filed suit with the Federal court and has been granted a 

hearing.  

People filled the hearing room and overflowed into the halls during Monday’s House 

Health and Welfare Committee meeting. Dozens of individuals testified regarding the House 

Joint Memorial, HJM010 RESPECT FOR RIGHTS OF CONSCIENCE ACT and HB530 

DISABILITY INSURANCE POLICIES which both address an employer and insurance 

company’s right to deny coverage of “abortifacients, sterilization and contraceptives”. Many 

testimonies cited off-label uses of contraceptives for various health conditions to oppose the 

issue while religious organizations cited their rights not pay for something they do not 

believe in.  

The bills’ sponsors, Rep. Bilbao (R-Emmett), cited in his testimony, his dislike of 

federal mandates, referring to the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act that requires 

coverage of contraceptives in acceptable insurance plans. HJM010 was passed not only in 

the committee, but has passed the House floor as well (53-15). This is merely a non-binding 

memorial that formally recognizes and supports the sentiments of the bill. HB530 was kept 

in committee for re-wording; Rep. Rusche (D-Lewiston) noted that many medical 

treatments, such as chemotherapy, can be considered abortifacients.  

 

http://legislature.idaho.gov/legislation/2012/S1252.pdf
http://legislature.idaho.gov/legislation/2012/SCR110.pdf
http://legislature.idaho.gov/legislation/2012/SCR110.pdf
http://legislature.idaho.gov/legislation/2012/HJM010.pdf
http://legislature.idaho.gov/legislation/2012/H0530.pdf
http://legislature.idaho.gov/legislation/2012/H0530.pdf


Health Insurance Exchange 

In related news, the Joint Finance and Appropriations Committee (JFAC) set the 

Department of Insurance budget. Interestingly, the $20 million in federal grant money to 

create a state insurance exchange was absent from the budget. It remains uncertain if the 

legislators will decide to use this money, or wait for the Federal Court decision this summer.   

Also in reference to a Health Insurance Exchange, HB555 FEDERAL HEALTH CARE 

REFORM - OVERSIGHT- is on the third reading docket after going through the Health and 

Welfare Committee and receiving a do pass endorsement. This bill calls for the creation of a 

Federal Health Care Reform Oversight committee to address any federal health care 

initiatives including the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.  

Legislation of Interest 

To view summaries and updates of additional legislation IPHA is following throughout the 

2012 session, click HERE. To be routed to a full text version of each bill, click on the bill’s 

title in blue. The Idaho Legislature home page also offers a free bill tracking service that 

provides email alerts regarding any status changes. To sign up, click HERE 
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