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Legislative Update: Week 11
Good evening, Public Health Champions!

Hi all! Welcome to what may be the final week of the legislative
session! Although it's uncertain what will happen this week, I think many can agree that the
Capitol has been Busy with a capital 'B.' Even if this is the final week of the legislative
session, you can still expect an email or two from me in the near future so we can evaluate
the impact of this newsletter. You can't improve what you don't measure, after all! Your
feedback is valuable to me, the IPHA and the ICA, so stay tuned! Now, into week 11 we go!

To all who joined us at the ICA Legislative Lunch this past Tuesday, thank you! It was a
wonderful time discussing caregiving in Idaho, and how we can come together to better
support this population. And thank you, again, to our sponsors Molina Healthcare and
Blue Cross of Idaho!

Although this week was Spring Break for many in Idaho, it’s safe to say
our Legislators (and those who support them) were not taking any time
off. If you had the opportunity to spend some time at the Capitol this
week, you know what I mean.

HB 277 - Medicaid Expansion Work Requirement

Sponsored by Representative Vander Woude (R., Nampa) HB 277 passed in the House 45
to 25 and is crossing over to the Senate. As of now, it is not on the agenda for Monday but
will likely come early this week.

House Health & Welfare heard testimony on HB 277 earlier this week including Bree
Katz, who was featured in the Idaho Press. She testified the morning after going through
chemotherapy and captivated the auditorium. Read more here.

SB1204 Medicaid Expansion- Work Promotion

https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2019/legislation/H0277/
https://www.idahopress.com/eyeonboise/testimony-time-is-the-most-valuable-thing-we-have-hb/article_4e9b75b6-a797-52f8-a51a-ef25cde4ed41.html
https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2019/legislation/S1204/
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Sponsored by Senator Fred Martin (R., Boise), this bill has been nicknamed the
“compromise bill” between those who support a “clean” Medicaid expansion, and those
who support work requirements for certain populations.

Senate Health & Welfare heard testimony in committee for just under an hour Thursday.
After a brief question & answer with Senator Martin, the committee voted to pass SB
1204 to the floor with a do-pass recommendation by just one vote. It’s scheduled for a
Third Reading (vote) on the Senate floor tomorrow.

HB 290 - Medicaid Expansion Funding

On Friday morning, Representative Fred Wood (R., Burley) introduced an RS to redirect
some of the savings from the County indigent funds to the 10% share for Medicaid
expansion.

The bill also directs an interim committee to study the impact of Medicaid expansion on
the County Indigent funds. Note: Language in the bill does not discuss an interim
committee, but it is my understanding that is because Rep. Wood discussed the possibility
of an interim committee with the Pro Tem after the bill was printed for Friday's committee
meeting. Download the audio here and skip to 2:00 to hear Rep. Wood introduce the bill;
skip to 3:00 to hear about the interim committee. The RS was introduced with unanimous
support but has not been scheduled for a hearing.

A number of Health & Welfare appropriations bills are scheduled for a Third Reading
tomorrow morning. See the full calendar here. 

Changes to the Initiative/Referendum Process - SB1159aa

One bill that has been of interest to a wide variety of constituents is this bill sponsored by
Senator Grow (R., Eagle). The bill would change the existing requirements for getting an
issue on the ballot from signatures of 6% of voters in at least 18 legislative districts to
10% of voters in 32 legislative districts. The collection period for gathering signatures
would be cut by 2/3, from 18 months to 6 months. It also requires a fiscal note and fund
source to accompany the ballot initiative.  

This bill passed the Senate 18-17 on Friday. It was referred to the House State Affairs
Committee but has not been scheduled for a hearing. On Friday, before public testimony
could be heard in the House, the House Republican Caucus responded in a statement
saying they support the bill, stating that it “levels the playing field” for rural communities.
Too much restriction, however, could make the law - if passed - vulnerable to legal action.

Bills Signed by the Governor

Many bills we have been tracking have officially been signed by Governor Little. To see
our bill tracking list, click here to download a PDF.

Coming Up this Week

https://www.idahopress.com/news/local/senate-panel-endorses-martin-s-medicaid-compromise/article_aa1470e1-5bc8-53ff-bd44-f16bda49fa31.html
https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2019/legislation/H0290/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/agenda/hcal/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2019/legislation/S1159/
http://ipha.wildapricot.org/resources/Documents/MyBillTracker%20Tracking%20List.pdf
https://legislature.idaho.gov/calendar/


11/25/2019 Idaho Public Health Association - Manual email

ipha.wildapricot.org/admin/emails/log/details/?emailId=125384474&persistHeader=1 3/4

Tomorrow is the Legislature’s target Sine Die (date of adjournment). It’s still uncertain
how quickly things will wind down. There’s still a flurry of activity around Medicaid
expansion, school funding formulas, and SB 1159.

The Legislative Council will be announcing their interim committee appointments at 8:30
am, Tuesday morning.

2019 Session Laws

If you need to order a copy of 2019 Session Laws, email Jennifer Novak with the
Secretary of State before March 31. Link to the form here.

Events Coming Up

March 28, 2019: Quarterly Meeting of Idaho Caregiver Alliance, 1:00 - 4:00 pm, Idaho
Parents Unlimited, 4619 Emerald, Suite E, Boise; contact Marilyn Sword for details,
frontiergroupidaho@gmail.com
Emergency Management Exercises:

Do you have a disability or know someone who does? The Consortium for
Idahoans with Disabilities needs your help.
Why: Volunteers are needed in Boise to participate in some emergency
management and preparedness exercises. This exercise will help us all
understand the unique concerns people with disabilities face when natural
disasters and emergencies occur.
When: Central Public Health District is conducting an exercise on April
24th. They are looking for volunteers to participate in a Point of Distribution
exercise It will roughly last 4-6 hours. Who Should RSVP: Individuals with
disabilities to test different capacities in terms of building accessibility, staff
training and overall functions.
Contact: Jerry Reiner at SILC (208-334-3800) to RSVP or to ask questions.

April 25 – 27, 2019: Idaho Integrated Behavioral Health Network 2nd Annual
Conference. This conference is focused on systems transformation to increase access and
improve the quality of behavioral health services in Idaho. Register before February 28th

to receive 25% off. Click here for more information and registration.

April 27, 2019:  Navigating Longevity Conference, YMCA, Ketchum; sponsored by
Senior Connection in Hailey, Idaho; for more info, contact Teresa Beahen Lipman
(teresa@seniorconnectionidaho.rog) or Ramona Duke
(ramona@seniorconnectionidaho.org) or 208-788-3468

May 1 & 2, 2019: Northwest Regional Transformational Collaborative Outcomes
Management (TCOM) Conference. This year’s theme is “Setting the Stage: Creating a
Shared Vision to Support Transformation”. For more information, click here.

June 13, 2019: JAVA Elder Abuse Summit, BSU; Keynote speaker: Page Ulrey, King
County (Washington) Prosecutor; for more info, contact Mary Holden
(maryholden@boisestate.edu) or 208-850-4771.

https://legislature.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/sessioninfo/2019/interim/190326_coun_0830AM-Agenda.pdf
https://legislature.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/senate/sessionlaw-order-form.pdf
mailto:frontiergroupidaho@gmail.com
https://silc.idaho.gov/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/second-annual-idaho-integrated-behavioral-health-network-conference-tickets-53028832666?aff=yniwebsite
mailto:teresa@seniorconnectionidaho.rog
mailto:ramona@seniorconnectionidaho.org
https://tcomconversations.org/tcom-annual-conference/nwtcom2019/
mailto:maryholden@boisestate.edu


11/25/2019 Idaho Public Health Association - Manual email

ipha.wildapricot.org/admin/emails/log/details/?emailId=125384474&persistHeader=1 4/4

June 2019: Join the Northwest Addiction Technology Transfer Center (ATTC) for an 8-
session virtual learning collaborative focused on Motivational Interviewing Skills. The
next session will be in June! To learn more about the Northwest ATTC, click here.

Nov. 7-8, 2019:  2019 Western Partnerships Conference on Human Services (formerly the
Idaho Partnerships Conference on Human Services),Boise Centre on the Grove; for more
info, contact Bibiana Nertney, Community Partnerships of Idaho,
(Bibiana.nertney@mycpid.com) or 208-376-4999; If you are interested in submitting a
proposal, or know a wonderful presenter please find more information on the web site at
https://idahopchs.com/2019-call-presentations/.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

As always, please let me know if your organization has any important legislative action or
event coming up you'd like included. 

Best of Health,
Maija

Click here to Unsubscribe

https://attcnetwork.org/centers/northwest-attc/home
mailto:Bibiana.nertney@mycpid.com
https://idahopchs.com/2019-call-presentations/
http://ipha.wildapricot.org/Admin/Settings/Emails/%7BUnsubscribe_Url%7D

