
11/25/2019 Idaho Public Health Association - Manual email

ipha.wildapricot.org/admin/emails/log/details/?emailId=122009208&persistHeader=1 1/3

Legislative Update: Week 2
Good evening, Public Health Champions!

My name is Maija Teppola Baehr and I am your 2019 Legislative Session intern. Throughout
the session, I’ll be writing a weekly newsletter for you through the IPHA and Idaho Caregiver
Alliance (ICA). (Please forgive my omission of the ICA in last week's newsletter!) My goal
with is to provide enough detail that you have high-level talking points for any legislative
activity related to public health, while also providing appropriate links and supplemental
information so you can quickly and easily access further info for those bills that you’re
particularly interested in.

Now that we're finished housekeeping, let’s get into week 2!

Changes in Pharmacy Rules Lures CVS Health to Idaho
During Monday’s House Health & Welfare Committee Meeting, Mark Johnston, former
executive director of the Idaho State Board of Pharmacy, testified representing CVS Health. In
his testimony, he announced CVS Health’s plan to open a mail-order pharmacy in the state. Mr.
Johnston stated this was partially due to the Board of Pharmacy’s dedicated efforts over the past
few years to clean up & modernize their rule book.

This distribution center, Johnston stated, could hire as many as 150 people, and would have the
capacity to allow pharmacy technicians to work remotely. Say hello to jobs in rural areas! This
could be monumental for Idaho but it isn’t necessarily a guarantee (and even if it were, it would
clearly still be a few years out). If you want to hear all the details, download Monday’s meeting
(1/14) and fast-forward to 16:00.

A BIG WEEK FOR SWITC 
What’s the latest? On Thursday, The Office of Performance Evaluations presented
findingsfrom a Southwest Idaho Treatment Center (SWITC) investigation, as directed by the
Joint Legislative Oversight Committee back in March of 2018.

You can read the full report here (Cliff's notes version here) or download the OPE’s presentation
slides from last week's meeting here.

Coming up next: Idaho’s Council on Developmental Disabilities will host a webinar this
Thursday, 1/24, at 6:15 pm in response to the recommendations presented by the OPE last week.
There may still be time to RSVP (conflicting dates are given in the flyer) so if you’d like to
attend, email Christine Pisani ASAP. Don’t worry if you can’t listen in, we’ll fill you in during
next week’s newsletter!

http://ipha.wildapricot.org/page-1824243
https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2019/standingcommittees/HHEA/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/ope/about-us/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/ope/oversight-committee/
http://ipha.wildapricot.org/resources/Documents/OPE%20SWITC%20Jan%202019.pdf
http://ipha.wildapricot.org/resources/Documents/OPE%20SWITC%20highlights.pdf
http://ipha.wildapricot.org/resources/Documents/SWITC%20PPT.pdf
mailto:Christine.Pisani@icdd.Idaho.gov
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MEDICAID EXPANSION UPDATE

Calling all who wish to be experts on the current plan to fund Medicaid expansion!

Last week, Governor Little introduced his plan to fund the 10% State match to expand Medicaid
to Idaho’s “gap” population. Let’s dive into how he plans to fund it through the Millennium
Fund.

Remind me, what’s the Millennium Fund? These are funds distributed to each State as part of
a settlement agreement between 4 major Tobacco companies and the States. Each state is to
receive monies in perpetuity. Idaho has created 3 separate funds - the “Idaho Millennium
Permanent Endowment Fund” (0545), the “Millennium Fund (0540)”, and the “Millennium
Income Fund (0499). Each year, Tobacco companies pay into fund 0545. The State Treasurer’s
office (who manages all these accounts) keeps 80% of that in fund 0545 and sends the other
20% over to fund 0540. Both of these funds then pay annual distributions into fund 0499 the
“Millennium Income Fund.” In the public health world, more often than not if you hear
‘Millennium Fund’ being tossed around, it is likely that they are talking about the Millennium
Income Fund (0499). Source.

What are the implications of using Millennium Fund $$ to pay for Medicaid Expansion?
Now that we went through a refresher on where Millennium Funds come from, let’s dive into
what that means for Tobacco cessation grants, Idaho’s Health Districts and Medicaid. In FY
2018, the Legislature - led by the Joint Millennium Fund Committee (JMFC) -  had just over
$13 million to distribute to various grant recipients including DHW’s Project Filter and the
Department of Corrections (DoC) to expand eligibility for the Department’s substance use
disorder program. Going in to FY 2020, the Income Fund is expected to have over $11 million
in new funds (read: not spoken for by Project Filter or other recipients in years past) to
distribute.

Is that what’s going to pay for Medicaid expansion? For FY 2020, the Governor recommends
$17,602,600 from Millennium Income Funds for currently appropriated programs, for Medicaid
expansion, and for the Cancer Data Registry. That’s a lot of funding that many of you and your
colleagues across the state have been working very hard to advocate for, so take a moment to
celebrate! Now, back to reality...

Back in 2018, when the DoC received funds for their substance use disorder program, they were
to expect a 15% reduction in funding over 5 years; after that, the DoC would be expected to
self-sustain without Millennium Income Funds. However, it looks like Gov. Little might be fast-
tracking this step down. Instead, his office recommends a 50% reduction for the DoC in FY
2020, with the other half being removed in FY 2021. Overall this will end the DoC’s funding
just 1 year early, but it remains unclear how this will affect their ability to sustain their program
earlier than expected.

It also remains unclear how other potential grant recipients will be affected by the funds being
used for Medicaid expansion and the Cancer Data Registry. 8 additional grant applicants
requested Millennium Income Funds including funding for Idaho’s State Recovery Centers and
support for the Idaho Suicide Hotline. So far, the Governor’s office doesn’t recommend funding
any of them. Read more about who requested funds & what they hoped to do with them by
downloading this report (pg. 5). 

What’s next? The JMFC will have their first meeting of the session on Tuesday, 1/22 at 12:30
pm (agenda). Tune in to WW55 at 12:30 to listen in.

ADULT PROTECTIVE SERVICES

https://sto.idaho.gov/Investments/Millennium-Fund
http://ipha.wildapricot.org/resources/Documents/6-179.Idaho%20Millennium%20Fund.pdf
https://legislature.idaho.gov/lso/bpa/mill/
http://ipha.wildapricot.org/resources/Documents/6-179.Idaho%20Millennium%20Fund.pdf
https://legislature.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/sessioninfo/2019/interim/190122_mill_1230PM-Agenda.pdf
http://idahoptv.org/insession/leg.cfm
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On January 15, the House Health and Welfare Committee voted to print HB018. This bill,
sponsored by the Idaho Commission on Aging, would allow rule changes to permit the
Commission to provide Adult Protective Services (APS) through local area agencies on aging
(AAAs) or other service providers. This proposed legislation will also amend existing
terminology to conform to national common usage. Watch for a date for a hearing in committee
on this bill.

JFAC UPDATE
JFAC met on Wednesday, January 16 this week to review the Governor’s revised FY 2020
budget recommendations. No major changes so far. Click here to listen.

BILL TRACKER
Session is still ramping up but there is quite a bit of activity for both Health & Welfare
Committees. Here's what's been introduced so far.

OTHER EVENTS COMING UP

Add the Words Day is tomorrow, 1/21, at the State Capitol Building. Click here for more info.
Shout out to District 17's Sen. Maryanne Jordan, who is the first Senator to sponsor a Bill this
year. Her SB1015 amends existing law to "add the words."

Tuesday, January 29 - Consortium for Idahoans with Disabilities’ Fred Riggers Disability
Awareness Day, 9:00 am - 2:00 pm - Idaho State Capitol, First Floor Rotunda.

Wednesday, January 30 - Train to Testify for Medicaid expansion with Close the Gap. Learn
more and/or register here.

Thursday, February 7, 4:00 pm - Idaho Developmental Disabilities Network (Idaho Council on
Developmental Disabilities, DisAbility Rights Idaho, & the Center on Disabilities and Human
Development at the UI) will host the premier screening of "Blessings of Liberty" in the Lincoln
Auditorium of the Capitol Building.

-------------------------------------------------
Whew, this was a big week! As always, please email me if you have any important bills, rule
changes, or events you'd like included in this weekly update.

Best of Health,
Maija

Click here to Unsubscribe

https://legislature.idaho.gov/lso/bpa/jfac/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2019/legislation/
https://www.facebook.com/events/1147401898754754/
https://legiscan.com/ID/text/S1015/id/1860408/Idaho-2019-S1015-Introduced.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/0a7fa169d1c5960ae6aff6460/files/2c582357-0d78-47be-851c-e912435e7fe8/FredRiggersDisabilityAwarenessDay.pdf
https://mailchi.mp/f53864d236f7/action-opportunities-for-medicaid-expansion?e=b0ffb4b588
http://ipha.wildapricot.org/Admin/Settings/Emails/%7BUnsubscribe_Url%7D

