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Legislative Update - Week 1

Greetings Members of Idaho Public Health Association (IPHA) and Idaho Family
Caregiver Alliance (ICA)! 
My name is Piper Traywick and I am the new IPHA/ICA legislative intern for the 2020
session. Throughout this session, I’ll be writing a weekly newsletter for you through
the IPHA and ICA. My weekly goal is to provide you details on key legislative activities,
summaries, and resources that will be helpful to you in your endeavors. Please contact
me if you have any questions, comments, or suggestions regarding legislative updates,
pipertraywick@u.boistestate.edu.
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State of the State Address

On Monday, January 11th, Governor Brad Little gave his State of the State Address. When
addressing the recent riots at the nation’s Capitol, Governor Little emphasized that the
peaceful acts of many should not be forgotten because of the violent acts of few. Violence
and hostility are not a right, and only serve to violate the rights of others. By condemning
violence, refusing to be intimidated, and intensifying the collective commitment to peace
and civility, we can exercise our power to form a more perfect union. 

In discussing the Coronavirus, Governor Little assured that with the arrival of a safe
vaccine, there is a light at the end of the tunnel and Idaho will finish strong. Governor Little
also paused for a moment of silence to honor the over 1500 Idahoans who have lost their
lives due to COVID-19. Additionally, Governor Little thanked Idaho’s hospitals and health
care workers for putting their lives on the line to care for their fellow Idahoans. 

Governor Little also summarized Idaho’s pandemic response, and his overarching mission
to support faith, families, business, and students, while protecting life and health care
capacity. By putting more than $300 million towards small businesses and lowering
unemployment insurance taxes, providing public safety personnel with adequate
resources, giving $126 million back to property taxpayers, and investing $50 million in
broadband infrastructure, Idaho prioritized support for businesses and the workforce.
Idaho also increased and expedited COVID-19 testing, increased capacity at the state lab
as well as at healthcare facilities, and expanded telehealth access. Governor Little
thanked Idaho’s seven public health boards and their members for making hard decisions
despite facing intense opposition.    

Governor Little also unveiled his new plan called “Building Idaho’s Future”, which includes
$450 million in tax relief. To accomplish this, Governor Little is proposing $295 million in
one-time tax relief and $160 million in permanent tax cuts by cutting government
spending. Governor Little also plans to invest $126 million in state and local highways, rail
infrastructure, and community airports with an additional $80 million going to new ongoing
transportation funding. 

“Building Idaho’s Future” plans to invest in law enforcement by supporting training for
officers, but also by supporting Idahoans as they transition from incarceration to civilian
life. By making strategic investments in the criminal justice system, fewer Idahoans are
violating parole which helps break the cycle of repeat offenses. 

Additionally, Governor Little’s plan addresses closing the achievement gap in education.
By investing in literacy, “Building Idaho’s Future” aims to ensure that students are on track
to read by the end of the third grade. Furthermore, Idaho’s students are also the future of
the workforce, and Governor Little’s plan supports higher education in Idaho as well as
technical education programs. 

In addition to “Building Idaho’s Future”, Governor Little is also proposing a “no frills”
budget for Fiscal Year 2022. This would leave a surplus to continue to prioritize education,
as well as strengthening Idaho’s public health infrastructure by addressing physician
shortages across the state. This includes putting $250 million towards finishing the fight
against COVID-19. 

You can read Governor Little’s full State of the State Address here.

COVID 19

The pandemic can be expected to be front and center during the 2021 legislative session.  

Before the session began, a coalition of disability organizations wrote a letter to the

https://gov.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/74/2021/01/2021-sos.pdf
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Governor, legislative leadership, the Attorney General, and others asking for
accommodations to maintain safety in the Statehouse during the session. People with
disabilities are disproportionately impacted by the virus and many depend on the services
provided through Medicaid. As the Medicaid budget and those services are debated in
committee, people with disabilities, seniors, and others do not have a process in place that
allows their voice to be heard without risking their health. While legislative leadership
made some accommodations, they did not opt to require masks or social distancing. In
response, members of some of these organizations filed legal action in federal court
asking for accommodations as outlined in the Americans with Disabilities Act. More to
come on the outcome of this suit. 

Another lawsuit has also been filed by Rep. Sue Chew (D-Boise) and Rep. Muffy Davis
(D-Ketchum), both of whom have compromised health systems and who are asking for
safety precautions during the session. A resolution sponsored by Rep. Davis to permit her
to participate remotely was defeated on an 11-49 party-line vote this week. Had the
resolution passed, it may have rendered the legal action moot, but as of now it will move
forward. 

And in this first week of the session, several bills have been introduced that seek to limit
the Governor’s authority in times of disaster or emergency. These are the result of push
back against the Governor’s staged closures (backed by the recommendations of health
districts and other health professionals) during the pandemic to control its spread and
mitigate the impact on Idahoan’s health. Look for details on these measures in next
week’s report. 

On Friday, the Department of Health and Welfare announced that Idaho “will not see a
large increase in COVID-19 vaccine doses from the previously announced release of
second doses. . .  we have been notified . . . that Idaho will see a 2-5% increase in the
number of doses we will receive each week, which amounts to about 950 extra doses
each week. At this time, Idaho is anticipating receiving 20,950 doses each week for the
foreseeable future.”

COVID 19 Immunity Reform Subcommittee

Rep. Julianne Young (R-Blackfoot) will be chairing a COVID 19 Immunity Reform
Subcommittee which will likely continue the legislation that passed in the summer after H
06 sunsets on July 1, 2021. Through this bill, persons, companies, and
organizations (both private and public with some exceptions) were provided limited
immunity due to the Coronavirus. 

Redistricting

Based on 2020 census data, Idaho's legislative districts are being redrawn in 2021. Since
voters opted to restrict the number of districts to 35, sprawling rural districts will likely get
larger while more urban areas of Idaho continue to boom. Per legislative analyst Keith
Bybee at the Reapportionment Commission, the most likely result will be an additional
legislative district for Ada and Canyon counties. Of Idaho's 44 counties, only seven gained
in population: Ada, Canyon, Kootenai, Teton, Bonneville, Valley and Jefferson. The
remaining 37 lost population. Per the previous census, districts were drawn to include
populations of about 45,000 people. With the current census accomodating about 51,000
people per district, the drawing of these new legislative districts will have a significant
impact on all facets of government and policy in Idaho.

Bill Tracker

Do you have any specific Bills you would like to be tracked throughout the session?  If so,
please reach out and I will gladly track them through this weekly update. You can also
view current bills here.

https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2020spcl/legislation/H0006/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2021/legislation/
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view current bills here.

Bill No Description Last Action
    

Upcoming Events and Advocacy Days

Click here to register

https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2021/legislation/
https://idahocaregiveralliance.com/caregiverconference/

