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Legislative Update - Week 4

2/1/2021-2/5/2021

Greetings Members of Idaho Public Health Association (IPHA) and Idaho Family
Caregiver Alliance (ICA)! 

My name is Piper Traywick and I am the new IPHA/ICA legislative intern for the 2021
session. Throughout this session, I’ll be writing a weekly newsletter for you through
the IPHA and ICA. My weekly goal is to provide you details on key legislative activities,
summaries, and resources that will be helpful to you in your endeavors. Please contact
me if you have any questions, comments, or suggestions regarding legislative updates,
pipertraywick@u.boistestate.edu.

To help you keep track of the legislative process, you can purchase a Legislative Directory
at the Statehouse or you can print your legislative directory here.  

https://legislature.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/sessioninfo/2021/directory/Legislative_Directory.pdf
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Balance of Power at the Statehouse

Another bill, S1054, was introduced this week that would limit the power of the Governor. During
times of emergency, the bill would restrict the amount of time that the Governor could maintain a
statewide status of extreme peril without agreement from the legislature. All Idaho workers would
be considered essential, the legislature would have the authority to end emergency declarations
and/or emergency regulations, there would be no suspension of peaceful assembly or free
exercise of religion, Idahoans’ right to bear arms during emergencies would be protected, and a
Governor would be prohibited from unilaterally altering or suspending Idaho Code. The bill is
currently in the Senate State Affairs Committee.

Power of Idaho Health Districts

This past Thursday, senators introduced S1060, a bill that would give county commissioners the
ultimate say in how public health restrictions are implemented. Proposed by Sen. Steve Vick (R-
Dalton Gardens), the bill would require that county commissioners agree to pandemic restrictions
that have been approved by a public health board. Idaho's public health districts could still
propose mandates or limitations in the counties they cover, but public health orders would only
last for 30 days with the possibility of a 30-day extension - all dependent on county
commissioner approval. Currently, violating public health orders is a misdemeanor offense, but
this bill would lessen that punishment to a maximum $50 fine.

COVID 19

Vaccinations are currently open for Idahoans 65 and older. Based on the current supply of
vaccines, it should take about 10 weeks to vaccinate all Idahoans in this age group. Vaccinations
are also continuing for:

Adult and child protective services
Blood center workers
Child welfare workers
Clergy who enter healthcare facilities to provide religious support to patients
Community food, housing, and relief services
Coroners, medical examiners, mortuary and funeral services personnel
Correctional and detention facility staff (other than medical)
Dentists, dental hygienists and dental assistants
Emergency medical services
First responders (firefighters/police) and safety (protective services/community support)
Home care providers for older adults and people with high-risk medical conditions
(includes staff of certified family homes)
Hospital staff essential for care of COVID-19 patients and maintaining hospital capacity
(includes support staff, clinical staff, and medical imaging professionals)
Idaho Fish and Game and USDA law enforcement officers
Idaho National Guard medical staff
Long-term care facility residents and staff (includes staff of adult day care facilities and
intermediate care facilities for individuals with intellectual disabilities)
Optometrists
Outpatient clinic staff essential for care of COVID-19 patients and maintaining hospital
capacity (includes vaccine administrators and behavioral health workers, including
counselors for substance abuse treatment centers and suicide prevention hotline workers)
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counselors for substance abuse treatment centers and suicide prevention hotline workers)
Outpatient and inpatient medical staff (not included above) who are unable to telework
Pharmacists, pharmacy technicians, and pharmacy aids
Pre-K–12 school staff and teachers and daycare (childcare) workers
Psychiatric residential treatment facility staff
Public health and emergency management response workers who are unable to telework
(includes Idaho National Guard deployed to support public health response, state and
local public health COVID-19 responders who are unable to telework)
Radiation therapists
Residential schools/facilities providing behavioral health treatment
School nurses

Idahoans next to get the vaccine in early April are food and agriculture workers (including food
processing workers), USDA processing plant inspectors, grocery, convenience store, and food
pantry workers, Idaho National Guard if not included earlier, manufacturing, public transit, and
U.S. Postal Service workers. Other essential workers and Idahoans aged 16-64 with high risk
medical conditions are eligible to get vaccinated in late April, and the rest of the general public is
scheduled for May. However, all of these dates are subject to change based on vaccine supply.
To learn more about how to schedule your appointment and what to expect, look here. 

Alzheimer's Report

On Wednesday the Office of Performance Evaluation (OPE) presented their report on their
evaluation of Idaho's support for Alzheimer's and Related Dementias to the Joint Legislative
Oversight Committee. The findings and recommendations were generally supported. It was
requested that OPE report back next year on progress, provided that the Governor's
recommendation for a position in the Division of Public Health to coordinate and oversee
Alzheimer's work is funded. The committee also recommended that OPE present the report to
both the House and Senate Health and Welfare committees.  
 

Thank You from the Governor

On Thursday, February 4th the Governor sent an email to all state employees thanking them for
their service and dedication to strengthening Idaho during difficult times. He also provided a
short video to update state employees on his efforts to ensure compensation for their valuable
work. Watch the video here.  
 

Medicaid

On Thursday, DHW Director David Jeppesen and Medicaid Administrator presented the
Medicaid budget to the Joint Finance and Appropriations Committee. Citing the Biden
Administration’s indication that the 6.2% temporary increase in FMAP (the federal government’s
portion of Medicaid) would be extended through the end of 2021. This would result in a “savings”
of $28.7 million in FY2021 and $56 million in FY2022. These figures were not built into the
Governor’s budget. Given this, the Department is recommending that these funds be used
instead of trying to contain Medicaid costs during a pandemic by $30 million in state funds and
$118.4 million overall. 
 

Attention: Certified Family Home Caregivers
Elected officials need to hear from individuals throughout Idaho who:

are a Certified Family Home caregiver, 
own their own home, and 
DO NOT qualify for the Idaho Circuit Breaker property tax reduction program because the
payment received from Medicaid as a CHF puts them over the income limit of $31,900. 
For more information about the Idaho Circuit Breaker program visit: tax.idaho.gov and
search for Circuit Breaker

https://healthandwelfare.idaho.gov/covid-19-vaccination
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9dEBbJHhNH4&feature=youtu.be
http://tax.idaho.gov/
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Members of the Idaho Legislature are discussing changes to the Circuit Breaker Program now
so please don't delay.  We encourage you to contact your local legislator to share your concerns
about property taxes and the important role you play as CFH caregiver.  Click here to find your
legislator. Please include Senator Melissa Wintrow in your communications, her
email: mwintrow@senate.idaho.Gov and phone number: 208-332-1339.  
 

Emergency Rental Assistance

The Idaho Caregiver Alliance was one of several local organizations to sign a letter to the
legislature requesting that $164 million in Federal funding be expedited for those who are
currently at risk of homelessness due to COVID-19. These funds comprise part of the $800
million in Federal assistance that is awaiting legislative action before being dispersed to Idaho
citizens.

 Making Your Voice Heard

Idaho has an open legislative process and will be allowing remote testimony. All participants
must fill out a registration form, but registering does not guarantee the opportunity to testify. More
information here. Additionally, there is this video provided by the Idaho Council on
Developmental Disabilities. 

To follow the deliberations in a committee and sign up to testify, you must do so in advance of
the meeting. Here are the steps you can follow online:

Go to the Idaho Legislative Website: legislature.idaho.gov
Click on Committees
Choose between Senate Standing Committees or House Standing Committees
From the alphabetical list of committees, scroll down to the one you want and click on it
Scroll down to the next meeting date; click on the PDF next to the agenda
Scroll down to the bottom of the agenda, right above the list of committee members
Click on the Register to Testify button
Requirements for testifying:

First and last name
Email and physical address
What organization you are representing, if any
Whether you are “for” or “against” a bill
Written copy of your testimony

Select date to testify and click on Register to Testify
This will take you to a form that you complete with the information listed above, then click
on the blue Register button

Please also note:

If the meeting is over, you will get the following message: Webinar is over, you cannot
register now. If you have questions, please contact webinar host: click on the link here to
the committee secretary
If you have difficulty registering, email: RemoteTestimony@lso.idaho.gov
If the committee is simply hearing a presentation and there is no legislation or rules to
consider, there will be no registration link at the bottom of the agenda; the agenda may
have a link that directs you to the live streaming on the IPTV page
These instructions do not apply to the Senate Finance or House Appropriations
Committees; they meet jointly every morning and do not take public testimony

Federal Updates

https://legislature.idaho.gov/legislators/whosmylegislator/
mailto:mwintrow@senate.idaho.Gov
https://legislature.idaho.gov/remote-testimony/meeting-protocols/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Q2jm858apw
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Economic Impact Payments

With final passage in the House, lawmakers can start drafting the $1.9 trillion legislation that will
provide Americans with $1400 direct payments. No Republicans in the House or in the Senate
voted for the resolution, with 10 House Republicans proposing to reduce relief to $1000.
President Biden has stated that he is willing to reach across the aisle and negotiate support, but
that his first priority is helping Americans who are struggling with economic hardship due to the
pandemic.

Upcoming Events & Advocacy Days 
 

Click here to register! 
 

AARP Idaho Virtual Lobby Week

Join us for a fun week of action!

February 8th - 12th

Every year, AARP Idaho brings more than 100 volunteers, like you, to the Idaho Capitol to talk to
l k b i i i Id h 0 d ld Thi ill b diff W

https://idahocaregiveralliance.com/caregiverconference/
https://action.aarp.org/site/SSurvey;jsessionid=00000000.app20109a?NONCE_TOKEN=C22A1606BF48C3E037F4BE51A469184B&SURVEY_ID=51760&ACTION_REQUIRED=URI_ACTION_USER_REQUESTS
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lawmakers about issues impacting Idahoans 50 and older. This year will be different. We are
going virtual! With this opportunity, we are extending the event to a full week of action and fun.
We are inviting people from across the state to join us from their home. Best yet, we have free
AARP Idaho swag for the first 400 people who register! You can expect the package to be sent
directly to your address in March. We will use our voices to:

Keep Idahoans from losing their homes by updating the Property Tax Reduction
Provide funding for Alzheimer's prevention efforts and service coordination
Secure a retirement savings program for those without access to one at work

Consortium of Idahoans with Disabilities (CID)

Fred Riggers Disability Awareness Day 2021 Virtual Campaign 
January 26 - March 31, 2021

Fred Riggers Disability Day will not happen as traditionally it does at the State Capitol. Due to
Covid-19, CID will use various social media platforms to promote the agenda. The campaign will
focus on educating citizens about civil engagement strategies, providing useful tools for personal
advocacy, strategies to inform legislators on disability related issues and resources and
celebrating Idaho advocates in the disability movement. 

More information coming soon! Stay up to date on the CID Website or Facebook.

Beginning on Friday, February 12, the Director of Idaho Voices for Children, Christine Tiddens,
will be presenting a webinar on legislative updates, how to take action, and what to expect in the
coming weeks. Dates are times are as follows:

Friday, February 12th from 11:30am-12:30pm
Thursday, February 25th from 12-1pm
Thursday, March 11th from 12-1pm
Thursday, March 25th from 12-1pm

Click here to register!

Bill Tracker

Do you have any specific Bills you would like to be tracked throughout the session?  If so, please
reach out and I will gladly track them through this weekly update. You can also view current
bills here.

https://www.idahocid.com/
https://www.facebook.com/CIDIdaho
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/3668238384377220107?mc_cid=e14b8eb1b1&mc_eid=c753e1efc3
https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2021/legislation/
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Bill No. Description Last Action

S1003

Renames extreme emergencies as extreme peril. It limits the
application to human caused conditions. It prohibits
restrictions on the right to work. It limits the duration of
extreme peril declarations and provides conditions for their
extension. It prohibits limiting or suspending the rights of the
citizens. It prohibits alterations, adjustments, or suspension
of statutes by the Governor.

1/14, in Senate State
Affairs Committee

S1016

Repeals and adds to existing law to replace the Respiratory
Care Practice Act with current respiratory practice.
Streamlined the Act significantly, deleted outdated and
redundant language, removed barriers to licensure for
applicants, and provided a clearer, more efficient, and well-
drafted Act to guide the licensure, regulation and practice of
Respiratory Therapists and Polysomnographers.

2/3, on Third Reading
(up for vote) in Senate

S1030

amend Section 46-1005A by inserting language allowing for
the recovery of Federal Funds after a Declaration of State
Emergency has expired or was terminated. To provide
language to allow the Legislature by concurrent resolution to
approve the Governor's request to exceed one percent (1%)
of the annual appropriation of general fund moneys being
transferred to the disaster emergency account.

1/25, in Senate State
Affairs

S1031
Amends existing law to provide that freedom from
discrimination because of sexual orientation or gender
identity is a civil right.

1/25, in Senate State
Affairs

S1036

For cases involving persons with a developmental disability,
I.C. § 66-404A currently requires courts to hold hearings on
the appropriateness of the appointment of a temporary
guardian within ten (10) days after request for such a
hearing. In order to reduce confusion to those affected by
procedural time frames, the courts strive to establish time
periods computed only on seven (7) day increments. Thus,
in order to bring proceedings regarding the temporary
appointment of guardians for developmentally disabled
persons in line with the courts’ efforts to reduce confusion,
the ten (10) day time frame in I.C. § 66-404A(3)(b) should be
changed to fourteen (14) days.

2/3, on Third Reading in
Senate

S1037

The statute setting forth the procedure for the commitment of
mentally ill persons(I.C. § 66-329) limits continuances of
hearings in these cases to no more than five (5) days. The
courts are seeking to change these to seven (7) days or 7-
day increments for consistency with court scheduling.

2/3, on Third Reading in
Senate

S1041

Prohibits excessive pricing during a declared emergency
applies to exorbitant or excessive increased prices to the
consumer rather than to the margin between wholesale and 2/4, on Third Reading in

https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/title46/t46ch10/sect46-1005a/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/title66/t66ch4/sect66-404/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/title66/t66ch4/sect66-404/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/title66/t66ch3/sect66-329/
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S1041 g
retail prices. Applies to exorbitant or excessive increased
prices to the consumer rather than to the margin between
wholesale and retail prices.

, g
Senate

S1054

Amends existing law to revise provisions regarding the
authority of the governor during a state of extreme peril and
to provide that the governor may not alter, adjust, or
suspend any provision of the Idaho Code in certain
instances.

Reported Printed;
referred to State Affairs

S1060
This legislation requires county wide or district wide orders
of a Public Health District to be approved or denied by the
County Commission in the county in which those orders are
to take effect.

2/5, Introduced;
referred to JR for
Printing

H0001
Amends existing law to revise provisions regarding the
Governor’s powers during a disaster emergency and to
provide that the Governor may not alter, adjust, or suspend
any provision of Idaho Code during a disaster declaration.

1/14, in  House State
Affairs (replaced by
H0016)

H0003
The Reasonable Childhood Independence Act; Amends
existing law to revise the definition of “neglected” in child
protection law.

1/19, in House
Judiciary, Rules, &
Administration

H0004
Further defines Idaho's Parental Rights statutes to state that
an emergency order, disaster declaration, etc. cannot be
deemed a compelling government interest that would allow
abridgement of parental rights as described in 32-1013.

1/15, in House
Judiciary, Rules, &
Administration

H0016

Amends existing law to revise provisions regarding the
governor’s powers during a disaster emergency and to
provide that the governor may not alter, adjust, or suspend
any provision of the Idaho Code during a disaster
declaration. Terminates all existing emergency declarations
that have existed for more than 30 days. More stringent than
H0001.

2/4/, returned to House
State Affairs Committee

H0017 Prohibits public contracting or participating in any
commercial transaction with any abortion provider.

1/22, in House State
Affairs

H0020
Amends existing law to provide for a standard medical cost
deduction from the income of an applicant for circuit breaker
property tax reduction

1/22, in House
Revenue & Taxation

H0033

Board of Health actions, decisions or orders by the
appropriate board of county commissioners upon the
request of an adversely affected party. First and second
public health violations are reduced to infractions with fines
no higher than $50 for individuals and $300 for associations
or corporations. The Director of Health & Welfare will also be
limited to 30 days of enforcement on orders of isolation or
quarantine Any extensions of such orders must be

1/26, in House Health &
Welfare

https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/title32/t32ch10/sect32-1013/
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quarantine. Any extensions of such orders must be
approved by either the county or the city in which the orders
are issued.

H0034 Amends existing law to limit the application of health
ordinances to city limits.

1/26, in House Health &
Welfare

H0038
Clarifies the requirements necessary for prescribing
medication via telehealth, expanding beyond the current
limitations of the act. This is in alignment with the allowances
made during the COVID-19 pandemic response.

2/3, Passed House 70-
0; in Senate Health &
Welfare

H0042 Adds to existing law to provide a time extension for certain
extraordinary medical collection action requirements.

2/1, Passed House 70-
0; in Senate Health &
Welfare

H0052 Adds to existing law to prohibit conversion therapy for
minors in certain instances.

1/28, Referred to Ways
& Means

H0063 Adds to existing law to prohibit mandated or forced
vaccination.

2/1, Referred to Ways &
Means

H0067

Reduces the number of government entities with the
authority to close K-12 schools, or otherwise limit any aspect
of school programs or activities to prevent the spread of
contagious or infectious disease. Duly elected school boards
representing the parents in a community, including charter
school boards of directors are authorized to close schools.
Department of Health and Welfare, district boards of health,
and cities shall not have this authority.

2/1, in House Education

H0068
Reduces the number of governmental entities who have the
authority to close higher education institutions, or otherwise
limit any aspect of school programs or activities to prevent
the spread of contagious or infectious disease.

2/1, in House Education

HCR001 Provides that the state of disaster emergency declared by
the Governor is now ended.

1/25, Adopted in House
55-15; in State Affairs
Committee

HCR002 Lifts the restriction on groups of 10 or more under the
Governor's Emergency Declaration.

1/25, Adopted in House
55-15; in Senate State
Affairs

HCR005
Declares that the portion of the February 2, 2021, guidelines
regarding the prohibition on gathering of more than 50
people is null, void, and of no force and effect.

2/5, referred to Printing
in House

HJR002
Prevents the legislature from amending the current signature
gathering requirements for statewide ballot initiatives without

t l
1/29, in House Ways &
Means
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voter approval. Means

SCR101

This concurrent resolution would immediately terminate the
COVID-19 emergency orders issued by the Governor while
maintaining those declarations necessary to keep federal
funding available for Idaho's military, first responders, health
care providers, and communities.

1/27, Referred to State
Affairs

SCR103
Declares that the December 30 general order of isolation
issued by the Governor and the director of the Department
of Health and Welfare is terminated.

2/3, Referred to State
Affairs

SJR101
Proposes an amendment to the Idaho Constitution
prohibiting the production, manufacture, transportation, sale,
delivery, dispensing, distribution, possession, or use of
certain psychoactive drugs.

2/3, Adopted in Senate
24-11, in House State
Affairs


