
11/25/2019 Idaho Public Health Association - Manual email

ipha.wildapricot.org/admin/emails/log/details/?emailId=121581940&persistHeader=1 1/3

Legislative Update: Week 1
Good evening, Public Health Champions!

My name is Maija Teppola Baehr and I am your new 2019 Legislative Session intern.
Throughout this session, I’ll be writing a weekly newsletter for you through IPHA. My goal
with the newsletter this year is to provide enough detail that you have high-level talking
points for any legislative activity related to public health, while also providing appropriate
links and supplemental information so you can quickly and easily access further info for those
bills that you’re particularly interested in.

Without further ado, let’s get into week 1!

LAWSUIT CHALLENGING MEDICAID EXPANSION

Image courtesy of Reclaim Idaho

What are we talking about? Back in November, the Idaho Freedom Foundation (IFF)
promised to sue the State over claims that Proposition 2 was “a terrible public policy”, “poorly
worded”, and “likely unconstitutional” (source). The IFF has also stated the new law would turn
Idaho legislators into "zombie legislators."

What’s new this week ? On January 9th, the State Supreme Court received the IFF’s official
reply. The short of it is that the IFF argues that by passing and funding Proposition 2, it would
unconstitutionally delegate too much lawmaking authority to the Federal Government. Attorney
General Lawrence Denney’s office has responded saying the argument is “frivolous,
unreasonable and without foundation” (source). To read the 34-page IFF reply, click here.

What’s next? A Supreme Court hearing is currently scheduled for Tuesday, January 29th, at
9:00am. Tickets may still be available if you want to attend in person. Email
supremecourtdocuments@idcourts.net to reserve two tickets per person. The overflow room

http://ipha.wildapricot.org/page-1824243
https://www.reclaimidaho.org/
https://www.idahopress.com/eyeonboise/freedom-foundation-argues-prop-turns-idaho-lawmakers-into-zombie-legislators/article_f214ae57-6cdd-5bb4-9bed-e973949e40d6.html
https://www.idahopress.com/news/local/freedom-foundation-argues-prop-would-turn-idaho-lawmakers-into-zombie/article_a65b2be6-734b-5546-8a84-da846dcba8cf.html
https://www.idahopress.com/eyeonboise/freedom-foundation-argues-prop-turns-idaho-lawmakers-into-zombie-legislators/article_f214ae57-6cdd-5bb4-9bed-e973949e40d6.html
https://bloximages.chicago2.vip.townnews.com/idahopress.com/content/tncms/assets/v3/editorial/f/be/fbed9391-173d-5f76-a767-95cd3a197bf5/5c39422dbb4b2.pdf.pdf
mailto:supremecourtdocuments@idcourts.net
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will be available without tickets. Link to the live stream if you’d like to include this in your
calendar reminder and watch online.

What can I do in the meantime? Common methods other states have used to thwart Medicaid
expansion include: work, volunteer, or class (education) requirements to maintain eligibility,
lifetime caps on Medicaid, temporary lockouts if members fail to renew membership in a timely
manner or if members fail to report changes in income. Some states are requiring drug testing,
or that members pay a part of their own medical expenses in the form of shared co-pays or a
portion of the cost of prescriptions (source). It is critical now to continue to educate our friends,
family members, colleagues, acquaintances, and, of course, our legislators of the unintended
consequences these efforts have on the delivery of the program and to commit to passing the
law as it was written and as it is intended.

Reclaim Idaho has a great resource on words to use and avoid when talking to your legislator
about Medicaid expansion. Check it out here! 

GOVERNOR LITTLE’S FY 2020 PROPOSED BUDGET 
Governor Little addressed his FY 2020’s proposed budget during
Monday’s State-of-the-State address. Major highlights of Little’s
budget plans include:

Medicaid expansion funds that will have a with a net-zero
impact on the state’s General Fund by leveraging the
Millennium fund and taking into account projected savings from
“offset costs”
A request of $1,657,500 to fund 19 additional Graduate
Medical Education (GME) resident training spots for
resident physicians to come to the State. This aligns with
Dr. Ted Epperly’s 2017 recommendation published in the
Ten Year Strategic Plan written by the Graduate Medical
Education council at the Idaho State Board of Education
$50,000 allocated to the State’s Family Caregiver Fund (great news for the ICOA)

HOUSE HEALTH & WELFARE COMMITTEE UPDATE
To see what the House Health and Welfare Committee has planned for 2019 rule changes, click
here.

Relevant Rule Change of Week 1: 12th grader immunization rules, expected to come into
effect at the beginning of the 2020-2021 school year. The rule requires all students entering the
twelfth grade to have at least one dose of Meningococcal (MenACWY) vaccine since the age of
sixteen. To read more, scroll to PDF page 44.

What to Watch for Week 2: The first health-related bill from a Senator or Representative is
coming for 2019! Representative Wood will be bringing his RS26514 “Opioid Antagonists” bill
to committee tomorrow morning, Monday, January 14th), at 9:00am. Tune in to EW20 to live
stream.

SENATE HEALTH & WELFARE COMMITTEE UPDATE
After an introductory meeting with the Senate Health and Welfare Committee Thursday, January
10th, the Committee will began addressing rule changes tomorrow (agenda here). Tune in to
WW54 tomorrow, Monday, January 14th, at 3:00pm to hear the outcomes.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

http://idahoptv.org/insession/courts.cfm
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/republican-states-get-creative-to-tighten-medicaid-rules
https://www.reclaimidaho.org/
https://gov.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/74/2019/01/2019-sos.pdf
https://boardofed.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Graduate-Medical-Education-10yr-Plan.pdf
https://aging.idaho.gov/
https://adminrules.idaho.gov/legislative_books/2019/pending/19H_HealthWelfare.pdf
https://adminrules.idaho.gov/legislative_books/2019/pending/19H_HealthWelfare.pdf
http://idahoptv.org/insession/leg.cfm
https://legislature.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/sessioninfo/2019/standingcommittees/190114_sh&w_0300PM-Agenda.pdf
http://idahoptv.org/insession/leg.cfm
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As the session continues, I, along with IPHA, will continue to monitor Medicaid expansion,
the Office of Performance Evaluation report on the SWITC campus, expedited eviction rules,
State policies on service dogs and more. Coming up next week I will share a link to a Google
Sheets spreadsheet monitoring Routing Slips-turned-Bills, rule changes, and other important
legislative changes coming in 2019. Please reply to this email with anything specific you think
I should keep my eyes peeled for and I will gladly include it in the spreadsheet to monitor!

Best of Health,
Maija
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