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Legislative Update - Week 3

1/25/2021-1/29/2021

Greetings Members of Idaho Public Health Association (IPHA) and Idaho Family
Caregiver Alliance (ICA)! 

My name is Piper Traywick and I am the new IPHA/ICA legislative intern for the 2021
session. Throughout this session, I’ll be writing a weekly newsletter for you through
the IPHA and ICA. My weekly goal is to provide you details on key legislative activities,
summaries, and resources that will be helpful to you in your endeavors. Please contact
me if you have any questions, comments, or suggestions regarding legislative updates,
pipertraywick@u.boistestate.edu.

To help you keep track of the legislative process, you can purchase a Legislative Directory
at the Statehouse or you can print your legislative directory here.  

https://legislature.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/sessioninfo/2021/directory/Legislative_Directory.pdf
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Balance of Power at the Statehouse

Sen. Steve Vick, R-Dalton Gardens, has requested that SCR 101 be returned to the State
Affairs Committee. Vick was the lead sponsor of the bill and clarified that the intentions of the bill
were to end Stage 2 restrictions and preserve Federal funding. However, upon further discussion,
it was determined that ending the state of emergency in Idaho would accomplish neither of these
things. Instead Sen. Vick along with Sen. Kelly Anthon (R-Burley) introduced SCR 103, which
would terminate the general order of isolation that Governor Little issued on December 30. 

Additionally, in an open letter to legislators, over 70 business leaders in Meridian and Boise spoke
out against the legislative efforts to end emergency status, including former Governor Butch Otter.
Former Republican House speakers Mike Simpson and Bruce Newcomb also publicly opposed
and spoke out against the resolution, saying that it would "endanger Idahoans" and that "A crisis is
a time to lead." Officials argued that Idaho would lose millions in Federal funding and vaccine
distribution would be further slowed.  

At this point, it appears that Republican efforts to rein in the power of the Governor may have
taken a turn. Per the Attorney General's office, using concurrent resolutions that don't require a
governor's signature in order to end emergency status is not supported by the Idaho Constitution.
It also appears that emergency declarations and public health orders have been misunderstood,
as these actions are found in different parts of Idaho law. However, this has not stopped legislators
from moving forward with resolutions and bills that would impose these limitations. 
 

COVID 19

While the timeline for COVID vaccinations slates that every Idahoan will be eligible for vaccination
by May, the data tells a different story. For example, according to MSNBC, Idaho is one of seven
states that has used less than half of its vaccine allotment. There is also confusion over who
qualifies as a priority group, which further complicates vaccine distribution. On January 28,
Governor Little issued an executive order that would make the vaccine rollout more transparent,
and requires healthcare providers and public health districts to report how many doses have been
allotted and how many have been used. The hope is that this will expedite the rollout and ensure
that doses aren't sitting on the shelf for too long. Additionally, Governor Little established an Idaho
COVID-19 Vaccine Advisory Committee, which will advise the Governor and assist state and local
entities on prioritization, implementation, communication, and delivery of the vaccine. COVID-19
vaccination appointments have now opened for people 65 and older in Central District Health and
Southwest District Health jurisdictions, although shortages of the vaccine have resulted in
restricting eligibility beyond the Governor's recommendation and in some cases caused
cancellation of appointments.  
 

Local Changes in Leadership

On January 26, Central District Health (CDH) received sufficient votes to ratify the appointment of
Raúl Labrador to the CDH Board of Health over Dr. Sky Blue, an epidemiologist. A simple majority
out of 12 votes was required to approve the appointment, out of which Mr. Labrador received nine.
Mr. Labrador is filling the seat previously occupied by Diana Lachiando, who was defeated for re-
election by Republican Ryan Davidson. There is currently an investigation underway being led by
a special prosecutor to examine possible violations of open meeting laws by Davidson and
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a special prosecutor to examine possible violations of open meeting laws by Davidson and
Commissioner Beck, who allegedly discussed the vacancy with Mr. Labrador. Mr. Labrador is a
former US Congressman and a former candidate for Idaho Governor; he will serve on the seven-
member board until 2025.

Statewide Mask Mandate

The results of a recent BSU Public Policy Survey have found that a majority of Idahoans favor a
statewide mask mandate. Of the 1000 adults who were surveyed between November 29 and
December 3, 57.9% support a mandate, 40.5% oppose, and 1.5% are unsure. Other survey
findings were that education continues to be a top priority, and 76% said they believe Idaho
elections are secure. Read more about the full survey here.

Alzheimer's and the Public Health Budget
Based on the recent findings of a study done by the Office of Performance Evaluation, a revision
was made to the Governor's budget that recommended $275,000 and one full-time Alzheimer's
disease program coordinator within the division of public health. 

 Making Your Voice Heard

Idaho has an open legislative process and will be allowing remote testimony. All participants must
fill out a registration form, but registering does not guarantee the opportunity to testify. More
information here. Additionally, there is this video provided by the Idaho Council on Developmental
Disabilities. 

To follow the deliberations in a committee and sign up to testify, you must do so in advance of the
meeting. Here are the steps you can follow online:

Go to the Idaho Legislative Website: legislature.idaho.gov
Click on Committees
Choose between Senate Standing Committees or House Standing Committees
From the alphabetical list of committees, scroll down to the one you want and click on it
Scroll down to the next meeting date; click on the PDF next to the agenda
Scroll down to the bottom of the agenda, right above the list of committee members
Click on the Register to Testify button
Requirements for testifying:

First and last name
Email and physical address
What organization you are representing, if any
Whether you are “for” or “against” a bill
Written copy of your testimony

Select date to testify and click on Register to Testify
This will take you to a form that you complete with the information listed above, then click on
the blue Register button

Please also note:

If the meeting is over, you will get the following message: Webinar is over, you cannot
register now. If you have questions, please contact webinar host: click on the link here to the
committee secretary
If you have difficulty registering, email: RemoteTestimony@lso.idaho.gov
If the committee is simply hearing a presentation and there is no legislation or rules to
consider, there will be no registration link at the bottom of the agenda; the agenda may have
a link that directs you to the live streaming on the IPTV page
These instructions do not apply to the Senate Finance or House Appropriations
Committees; they meet jointly every morning and do not take public testimony

https://www.boisestate.edu/sps/2021-idaho-public-policy-survey/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/remote-testimony/meeting-protocols/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Q2jm858apw
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New COVID-19 Variants 
 

With new information about variants emerging quickly, scientists are working to determine how
transmissable variants are, if the illness they cause is more severe, and if the currently approved
vaccines will keep people safe. 
  

What we know:

Viruses constantly mutate, but they cannot mutate if they do not replicate
Sometimes variants emerge and disappear, sometimes they persist
Multiple variants have been detected across the globe in the UK, South Africa, Brazil, and
most recently, two confirmed cases in the United States in people with no recent travel
history 
These variants appear to be more transmissible, which could further strain the healthcare
system
Current studies suggest that available vaccines recognize these variants
Continued compliance with social distancing, hand washing, masks, vaccination, isolation
and quarantine are paramount

What we don't know:

How widespread the new variants are
How disease caused by new variants is different than disease cause by current variants
How new variants impact current treatment, vaccines, and tests

Public health officials are studying these variants to determine if they spread more easily, cause
more severe disease, are detectable with current tests, respond to current treatments, and impact
the effectiveness of current vaccines. 
 

Executive Orders 
 

Here is an overview of executive orders signed this week:

January 25: Reverses the ban on transgender Americans joining the military
January 25: Reinstates travel restrictions for individuals traveling to the United States from
the Schengen Area, the United Kingdom, Ireland and South Africa
January 25: Closes loopholes and reduces waivers granted on federal purchases of
domestic goods
January 26: Directs the Department of Health and Human Services to provide guidance on
best practices to reduce discrimination against Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders as a
result of COVID-19
January 26: Recommits federal agencies to consult with Tribal governments
January 26: The Attorney General cannot renew contracts with private prisons
January 26: Department of Housing and Urban Development must comply with the Fair
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Housing Act and review the previous administration's regulatory actions
January 27: The director of the Office of Science and Technology Policy is responsible for
scientific integrity across agencies
January 27: The President’s Council of Advisors on Science and Technology is
reestablished
January 27: Climate change is now an essential part of US foreign policy and national
security, with a new emissions target that will be announced on April 22
January 28: "The Mexico City Policy" which banned US funding for foreign nonprofits that
perform abortion, was rescinded
January 28: Directs federal agencies to reevaluate policies that may undermine the
Affordable Care Act, and reopens enrollment on HealthCare.gov from February 15 to May
15

Bill Tracker

Do you have any specific Bills you would like to be tracked throughout the session?  If so, please
reach out and I will gladly track them through this weekly update. You can also view current
bills here.

Bill No Description Last Action                                                       
    

S1003

Renames extreme emergencies as
extreme peril. It limits the application
to human caused conditions. It
prohibits restrictions on the right to
work. It limits the duration of extreme
peril declarations and provides
conditions for their extension. It
prohibits limiting or suspending the
rights of the citizens. It prohibits
alterations, adjustments, or
suspension of statutes by the
Governor.

1/14 in Senate State Affairs Committee

S1016

Repeals and adds to existing law to
replace the Respiratory Care
Practice Act with current respiratory
practice. Streamlined the Act
significantly, deleted outdated and
redundant language, removed
barriers to licensure for applicants,
and provided a clearer, more
efficient, and well-drafted Act to
guide the licensure, regulation and
practice of Respiratory Therapists
and Polysomnographers.

1/21, Reported Printed; referred to Health &
Welfare

S1030

amend Section 46-1005A by
inserting language allowing for the
recovery of Federal Funds after a
Declaration of State Emergency has
expired or was terminated. To
provide language to allow the
Legislature by concurrent resolution
to approve the Governor's request to

1/25, Reported Printed; referred to State
Affairs

https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2021/legislation/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/title46/t46ch10/sect46-1005a/
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to approve the Governor s request to
exceed one percent (1%) of the
annual appropriation of general fund
moneys being transferred to the
disaster emergency account.

S1031
Amends existing law to provide that
freedom from discrimination because
of sexual orientation or gender
identity is a civil right.

1/25, Reported Printed; referred to State
Affairs

S1036

For cases involving persons with a
developmental disability, I.C. § 66-
404A currently requires courts to
hold hearings on the
appropriateness of the appointment
of a temporary guardian within ten
(10) days after request for such a
hearing. In order to reduce confusion
to those affected by procedural time
frames, the courts strive to establish
time periods computed only on
seven (7) day increments. Thus, in
order to bring proceedings regarding
the temporary appointment of
guardians for developmentally
disabled persons in line with the
courts’ efforts to reduce confusion,
the ten (10) day time frame in I.C. §
66-404A(3)(b) should be changed to
fourteen (14) days.

1/27, Reported Printed; referred to Judiciary &
Rules

S1037

The statute setting forth the
procedure for the commitment of
mentally ill persons(I.C. § 66-329)
limits continuances of hearings in
these cases to no more than five (5)
days. The courts are seeking to
change these to seven (7) days or 7-
day increments for consistency with
court scheduling. 

1/27, Reported Printed; referred to Judiciary &
Rules

S1041

Prohibits excessive pricing during a
declared emergency applies to
exorbitant or excessive increased
prices to the consumer rather than to
the margin between wholesale and
retail prices.

1/28, Reported Printed; referred to Commerce
& Human Resources

H0001

Amends existing law to revise
provisions regarding the Governor’s
powers during a disaster emergency
and to provide that the Governor
may not alter, adjust, or suspend any
provision of Idaho Code during a
disaster declaration.

1/14 in House State Affairs Committee 
(replaced by H0016)

https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/title66/t66ch4/sect66-404/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/title66/t66ch4/sect66-404/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/title66/t66ch3/sect66-329/
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H0003
The Reasonable Childhood
Independence Act; Amends existing
law to revise the definition of
“neglected” in child protection law.

1/19 in House Judiciary and Rules Committee

H0004

Further defines Idaho's Parental
Rights statutes to state that an
emergency order, disaster
declaration, etc. cannot be deemed a
compelling government interest that
would allow abridgement of parental
rights as described in 32-1013.

1/15 Reported Printed and Referred to
Judiciary, Rules, & Administration

H0016

Amends existing law to revise
provisions regarding the governor’s
powers during a disaster emergency
and to provide that the governor may
not alter, adjust, or suspend any
provision of the Idaho Code during a
disaster declaration. Terminates all
existing emergency declarations that
have existed for more than 30 days.
More stringent than H0001. 

1/29, U.C. to hold place on third reading
calendar until Thursday, February 4, 2021

H0017
Prohibits public contracting or
participating in any commercial
transaction with any abortion
provider.

1/22, in House State Affairs Committee

H0020
Amends existing law to provide for a
standard medical cost deduction
from the income of an applicant for
circuit breaker property tax reduction

1/22, in House Revenue and Taxation
Committee

H0033

Allows for the review of District
Board of Health actions, decisions or
orders by the appropriate board of
county commissioners upon the
request of an adversely affected
party. First and second public health
violations are reduced to infractions
with fines no higher than $50 for
individuals and $300 for associations
or corporations. The Director of
Health & Welfare will also be limited
to 30 days of enforcement on orders
of isolation or quarantine. Any
extensions of such orders must be
approved by either the county or the
city in which the orders are issued.

1/26, Reported Printed and Referred to Health
& Welfare

H0034
Amends existing law to limit the
application of health ordinances to 1/26, Reported Printed and Referred to Health

& W lf

https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/title32/t32ch10/sect32-1013/
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H0034 application of health ordinances to
city limits. & Welfare

H0038

Clarifies the requirements necessary
for prescribing medication via
telehealth, expanding beyond the
current limitations of the act. This is
in alignment with the allowances
made during the COVID-19
pandemic response. 

1/29, Currently on 2nd Reading in  House 

H0042
Adds to existing law to provide a
time extension for certain
extraordinary medical collection
action requirements.

1/29, Currently on 3rd Reading in House

H0052
Adds to existing law to prohibit
conversion therapy for minors in
certain instances.

1/28, Reported Printed and Referred to Ways
& Means

H0063 Adds to existing law to prohibit
mandated or forced vaccination.

1/29, Introduced, read first time, referred to
JRA for Printing

H0067

Reduces the number of government
entities with the authority to close K-
12 schools, or otherwise limit any
aspect of school programs or
activities to prevent the spread of
contagious or infectious disease.
Duly elected school boards
representing the parents in a
community, including charter school
boards of directors are authorized to
close schools. Department of Health
and Welfare, district boards of
health, and cities shall not have this
authority.

1/29, Introduced, read first time, referred to
JRA for Printing

H0068

Reduces the number of
governmental entities who have the
authority to close higher education
institutions, or otherwise limit any
aspect of school programs or
activities to prevent the spread of
contagious or infectious disease.

1/29, Introduced, read first time, referred to
JRA for Printing

HCR001
Provides that the state of disaster
emergency declared by the
Governor is now ended.

1/14, in House State Affairs Committee

HCR002
Lifts the restriction on groups of 10
or more under the Governor's
Emergency Declaration. 

Adopted by House 55-15 on 1/25; currently in
Senate State Affairs
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HJR002

Prevents the legislature from
amending the current signature
gathering requirements for statewide
ballot initiatives without voter
approval. 

1/29, in House Ways & Means

SCR101

This concurrent resolution would
immediately terminate the COVID-19
emergency orders issued by the
Governor while maintaining those
declarations necessary to keep
federal funding available for Idaho's
military, first responders, health care
providers, and communities. 

1/27, Referred to State Affairs

SCR103

Declares that the December 30
general order of isolation issued by
the Governor and the director of the
Department of Health and Welfare is
terminated.

2/01, Reported Printed; referred to 10th order;
held one legislative day

SJR101

Proposes an amendment to the
Idaho Constitution prohibiting the
production, manufacture,
transportation, sale, delivery,
dispensing, distribution, possession,
or use of certain psychoactive drugs.

1/29, Reported out of Committee with Do Pass
Recommendation; Filed for second reading

Upcoming Events and Advocacy Days

Click here to register

https://idahocaregiveralliance.com/caregiverconference/
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Alzheimer's Association Virtual Advocacy Day

February 1-5, 2021 
Sign up here! 

We are increasing opportunities to connect with legislators from the comfort of your home all week
long. Please join us for this impactful advocacy opportunity! In Idaho, numerous state
agencies administer a variety of programs critical to people living with dementia. However, these
efforts are often siloed, with multiple state agencies working separately from one another. A state
dementia coordinator would provide a comprehensive and coordinated approach to addressing
Alzheimer’s and other dementias. Please join us in asking that the Idaho State Legislature take the
necessary steps needed to establish a system-wide oversight entity and create a permanent
dementia coordinator position. 
 

AARP Idaho Virtual Lobby Week

Join us for a fun week of action!

February 8th - 12th

Every year, AARP Idaho brings more than 100 volunteers, like you, to the Idaho Capitol to talk to
lawmakers about issues impacting Idahoans 50 and older. This year will be different. We are going
virtual! With this opportunity, we are extending the event to a full week of action and fun. We are
inviting people from across the state to join us from their home. Best yet, we have free AARP
Idaho swag for the first 400 people who register! You can expect the package to be sent directly to
your address in March. We will use our voices to:

Keep Idahoans from losing their homes by updating the Property Tax Reduction
Provide funding for Alzheimer's prevention efforts and service coordination
Secure a retirement savings program for those without access to one at work

Consortium of Idahoans with Dissbilities (CID)

Fred Riggers Disability Awareness Day 2021 Virtual Campaign 
January 26 - March 31, 2021 

Fred Riggers Disability Day will not happen as traditionally it does at the State Capitol. Due to
Covid-19, CID will use various social media platforms to promote the agenda. The campaign will
focus on educating citizens about civil engagement strategies, providing useful tools for personal
advocacy, strategies to inform legislators on disability related issues and resources and
celebrating Idaho advocates in the disability movement. 

More information coming soon! Stay up to date on the CID Website or Facebook.

https://p2a.co/uevo3bp
https://action.aarp.org/site/SSurvey;jsessionid=00000000.app20109a?NONCE_TOKEN=C22A1606BF48C3E037F4BE51A469184B&SURVEY_ID=51760&ACTION_REQUIRED=URI_ACTION_USER_REQUESTS
https://www.idahocid.com/
https://www.facebook.com/CIDIdaho

